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*Introducing students to adjectives also introduces them to gender differentiation in the

Hebrew language.

All Hebrew nouns have a gender. Most words that end in a Hey are feminine (like N¥32p
or N9¥7). But there are nouns that can be hard to identify as masculine or feminine
because they are “irregular.” For example, paired body parts (like 7?) are feminine. The
challenge in introducing adjectives is that it (the adjective) plus the noun need to be “in
agreement.” A feminine noun is matched to an adjective in feminine form and a
masculine noun is matched with an adjective in masculine form.

To not confuse our beginning Hebrew learners, HTM uses adjectives connected only
with regular nouns. To increase the available nouns to match with an adjective, children
should not only have learned most of the Foundational Levels, but also learned other
nouns from the Holiday, Prayer/Blessing and Synagogue units.
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Care should be taken to use only nouns that are regular (i.e., one should introduce
N237) N9 and not N21T) 1IN because the former is regular, while the latter sounds as if
it should take the masculine adjective, but it does not). To learn which nouns are and
are not regular, see Appendix A (page 63).

Remember that YOU are the one matching the noun with its adjective in either feminine
or masculine form. While you will want to begin your lesson in English to explain the
idea of feminine and masculine adjectives, once you start your warm-up, use only
Hebrew. Your learners just have to recognize that the adjective they are hearing means
either big, small or new. Introduce all three words in masculine form first and then
in a later lesson introduce the feminine form.

Word to be Options for illustrating the word. Consider objects, actions, photos, etc.
introduced

ﬂ?i‘la \9¥1) | o Point to really big items that are identified as masculine in Hebrew - simply say
9773 (don’t name the item itself).

e It would help learners learn the difference between 5173 and yop if you have the
same kinds of objects, some big and some small. Point to the item that is big and
say 21T7). Point to the item that is small and say yop.

MOP\IVP | o Point to really small items that are identified as masculine in Hebrew - simply
say Yo (don’t name the item itself).

e Itwould help learners learn the difference between 53713 and yop if you have the
same kinds of objects, some big and some small.

VN \VYIN | « Point to obviously new items that are identified as masculine in Hebrew - simply
say vn (don’t name the item itself).
e Feel free to add the word X5 to the word so the “not new” phrase is W0 N>.

When you integrate learning, direct students to run, jump, turn, point, lift up, take items
that are large, small and new. For example:

LR NPI DY 1990 NN DXWF) 51T) 19D DN N7
MLP MN N B NI MIN DN Y2307
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Correct word combinations include:

YOPR 191V \ DITY A0 MLP NN\ N2V NN
nyIn NPT YIN PIATH MLR M2IN \ NZIT MAN
YIN XD 90\ YN 19D LR NP7\ N NP7

VTN ND NP2\ U0 NDD
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